
Homily Notes for Sunday, June 13, 2021, 11th in Ordinary Time B 

Readings: Ezekiel 17:22-24; II Cor 5:6-10; Mark 4:26-34 

The Amazing growth of the Kingdom of God! 

Summary: Today’s readings, the Gospel located early in the ministry of Jesus, points how the 
Kingdom of Heaven, beginning from a very small and inauspicious beginning, will grow to be a 
great, protective community which will shield the young, the innocent and the ignorant!  

1. Scripture lessons: The first reading is an image of a tender shoot of a cedar which when 
transplanted in Israel will become a majestic cedar. It will produce fruit and be a place of shelter. This 
is really a messianic prophecy which describes how the Lord God of Israel will take a descendant of 
King David to become the Messiah and savior of the world.  Ezekiel sees the Messiah originating in a 
royal family (lofty Cedar, David). He is, of course, Jesus. A major element in the Christian Gospel is 
the security and protection that the culture based on these values provides. 

2. In the second reading, St. Paul teaches the Corinthian Christians that they are to be courageous 
in doing the will of God, walking by faith (thus advancing the growth of God’s kingdom and His 
rule in their lives), so that they may be amply rewarded in the final judgment. Heaven and Hell are 
real. Important here is their assurance of salvation, “We would rather leave the body and go home to 
the Lord.” Hence, they can be courageous in facing all the challenges of the world. 

3. This was shown (when I preached about it a year ago Easter) in how the early Christians 
behaved in the great plagues that struck the Roman Empire. While the secular leaders, both civil 
and religious, fled from the cities to avoid the plagues, leaving the suffering and dying in the streets, 
the Christians, who imitated the sacrifices of Jesus in their services to the sick and dying, never left 
the city. While one of every four or five died of the plague, three or four survived to minister to the 
others, appearing as angels who could no longer get sick because they had immunity. The Christians 
increased in many cities from 4% to 20% just because of their witness in the plague. They could do so 
because of their assurance of salvation because of their works. 

4. In today’s gospel, Jesus compares the growth of the kingdom of God to the germination of a wheat 
seed and that of a tiny mustard seed. Both have very small beginnings. The wheat seeds, by gradual 
but steady growth help the farmer to get a bumper crop.  

5. The third parable in this chapter is that of the mustard seed. It shows how when something so 
very small is sown, it can grow into a large bush which provides a great deal of food for birds. This 
parable is very suggestive of the growth and attractiveness of the Gospel. First, in Palestine at the 
time of Jesus, a grain of mustard seed stood proverbially for the smallest possible thing. For instance, 
“faith as a grain of mustard seed,” means “the smallest conceivable amount of faith.” This mustard 
seed did in fact grow into something very much like a tree. A traveler in Palestine speaks of seeing a 
mustard plant which, in its height, overtopped a horse and its rider. The birds were very fond of the 
little black seeds of the tree and a cloud of birds over a mustard plant was a common sight. The reign 
of God in human hearts and the growth of the Church in the world also have small beginnings. But 
the Source of all life, God the Holy Spirit, gives to both a steady, persistent and gigantic growth 
which finally becomes very attractive. 

7. A particular application today could very much be present in the case of the COVID virus and 
the resulting vaccines. A significant number of people believe that the battle against COVID has 
been fought well and we have done the best that we could. Others feel we have been manipulated 
for profit and lied to. In the second case it would appear that this way this has been carried out 
without the Christian values of honesty and lack of greed (generosity). Christians on both sides of the 
argument would hope that we really had honesty and disinterestedness. One of the most attractive 



aspects of being with real Christians is that they are humble (teachable); they are not greedy (“The 
love of money is the root of all evil.” 1 Tim 6:10). We could become aware that Bill Gates observed in 
2019 that “Vaccines are ‘Phenomenal’ Profit Makers” (see attached article or look it up under Google). 
Gates asserts that vaccines are phenomenal profit makers, with more than a 20-to-1 return. He 
himself documents that he and his Foundation are deeply involved in the funding for such products. 
See the article for the reach of the Gates’ philanthropy, “Bill Gates: Vaccines Are ‘Phenomenal’ Profit 
Makers” (attached or look up on Google). Could it be that, “The love of money is the root of all evil” 
applies here?  Could it be that while money was to be made through vaccines, very effective medical 
(therapeutic) means of treating COVID-19 were suppressed and even outlawed? 

8. If it were to be true that doctors and researchers who recognized the inexpensive effectiveness 
of hydroxychloroquine and ivermectin were threatened with the loss of their licenses, blocked 
from social media systems, would that be a case of lies and deceit? Also, if a number of studies 
were false and misleading studies, yet some had to be withdrawn because of erroneous methodology, 
could one suspect manipulation? LifeSiteNews is now reporting that a group “Physicians, scientists 
believe a doctors’ group deserves Nobel Prize for finding ‘most powerful COVID-19 killer to 
science.” That group is the Front Line COVID-19 Critical Care Alliance (FLCCC). Although their web-
site and mission statement show no explicit Christian connections, could it be that many were 
motivated by their Christian faith not to lie and not to be motivated by gaining money through this 
crisis? 

9. To be noted: 1) both hydroxychloroquine (HCQ) and ivermectin are very inexpensive. No one 
could make billions by using them. 2) legal protocols prohibit using vaccines on an emergency 
basis if there is a reliable and effective therapeutic (medical) treatment available. Could it be that 
the concern to get a vaccine out there caused the repression of the effectiveness of these medications? 
Would that have meant that if the utility of ivermectin and HCQ had been recognized, the vaccines 
could not be used. 3) these mRNA vaccines have not been approved for regular by the CDC. What 
if it were to be found that there are a number of problems and possible negative consequences that 
have not been studied or have been suppressed? I recommend listening to “Shot in the Dark” by Dr. 
Sherry Tenpenny at https://www.bitchute.com/video/ESnrXoVnwkwT/. It appears to me that she 
raises serious questions, including the procedural pathways for certain consequences that should be 
studied before the vaccines should be widely used. I have heard from significant studies and 
respected doctors that they do not recommend that persons under the age of 20 take the vaccine. 

10. What is my point? We should be proud of and aware of the value of a Catholic Christian 
culture.  Our values, based on the words of Jesus, the Ten Commandments and the rest of the Bible 
inspires us to seek the true and honest good of people, neither being willing to lie or deceive for 
selfish purposes, not to pursue the gain of billions and billions of dollars by promoting something 
that may well have very severe long-term consequences. We are in a time when we need assurances 
of what data is accurate and true. I believe that the solution to this problem is to have a resurgence of 
Christian values to be recognized in our culture. The promise of our readings this morning shows 
how the Gospel of Jesus Christ starts with small beginnings but will spread to be a protective and 
salvific culture for all who believe. 

The two questions:  
What should I offer to God in the offering this morning? 
 
What is the one thing I can gain from this Mass to make me the better-version-of-myself that God 
wants? 
 


